Blues Clues

Here is a summary of Southeastern
legislative actions from the 2007 Spring
Meetings:

SEC Legislative Proposal #1

To expand the wuniverse of public
statements by coaches and administrators
that would be considered public criticism
under SEC Bylaw 10.5.4.

Effective Immediately

SEC Legislative Proposal #2

To require each Southeastern Conference
athletics department establish and maintain
a class attendance policy governing
student-athletes.

Effective August 1, 2007

SEC Legislative Proposal #3

To eliminate the Graduate Student Transfer
Exception consistent with recent action of
the Division I Membership.

Effective Immediately

SEC Legislative Proposal #4

To prohibit the use of correspondence,
extension and distance learning courses in
completion of required English and math
courses for two-year college transfers who
were partial or non-qualifiers.

Effective August 1, 2008; For student-
athletes first enrolling at an SEC institu-
tion on or after August 1, 2008

EC Legislation

SEC Legislative Proposal #5

To exempt a partial/non-qualifier from
the SEC’s annual limits governing en-
rollment of partial/non-qualifiers pro-
vided the student-athlete has earned a
bachelor’s degree.

Effective August 1 2007; For student-

athletes first enrolling at an SEC insti-
tution on or after August 1, 2007.

SEC Legislative Proposal #6

To modify the travel squad size limit in
golf to permit six student-athletes to
travel to the SEC championship.

Effective August 1, 2007

SEC Legislative Proposal #7

To increase the band travel allowance
for the SEC Football Championship
Game from $40 per mile to $50 per mile.

Effective August 1, 2007

SEC Legislative Proposal #8

To clarify circumstances when a game
will be deemed to have been played on
a non-traditional playing date.

Effective August 1, 2007

The legislation to permit the use of
institutionally controlled artificial
noisemakers between plays in football
was not moved.
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Pilot Waiver Program
for Early Certiﬁcution of
mitial Eligibility

During their April 2007 meetings, the
NCAA Division I Board of Directors and
NCAA Division II Presidents Council
approved initial-eligibility waiver criteria
for the class of 2007 if a prospective
student-athlete meets one of the
following two criteria:

1. The prospect has achieved a test
score, per NCAA Bylaw 14.3.1.3,
equal to or greater than 1100 SAT or
95 ACT sum; or

2. The prospect has a preliminary
certification report which indicates
the student has achieved a minimum
of 12 core courses with a core-course
grade-point average of 3.000 or
higher in Division I and II and a test
score of at least 1000 SAT or 85 ACT
sum.

Prospects who do not meet either of
these criteria may be certified as
qualifiers by meeting the legislated
initial-eligibility requirements  for
Division I or Division II. Additionally,
prospects’ records will continue to be
reviewed for academic irregularities and
this review may result in a prospect not
being granted this waiver.

Finally, the Board charged the NCAA
Division I Academics/Eligibility/
Compliance Cabinet and Division II
Academic Requirements Committee with
reviewing available research to develop
an appropriate legislative proposal to
establish early certification initial-
eligibility criteria, using a prospect’s six-
semester core courses, grades and test
scores.



Preshman Academic Requirements—Core Curriculum Time Limitations

The Division | Board of Directors adopted
NCAA Proposal No. 2006-65-A during its
April 2007 meeting. This proposal amends
NCAA Bylaw 14.3.1.2.1 by adding Bylaw
14.3.1.2.1.1. The amended bylaw specifies
that a prospective student-athlete must
complete his or her core-curriculum
requirements not later than the high school
graduation date of the prospect’s class [as
determined by the first year of enroliment in
high school (ninth grade) or the
international equivalent as specified in the
NCAA Guide to International Academic
Standards for Athletics Eligibility].

If the prospect graduates from high school
within the described time-frame, he or she
may use one core course completed in the
year after graduation (summer or academic
year), but not later than the end of the
academic year immediately after the high
school graduation date of the prospect’s
class.

Below are some commonly asked
questions along with some example
scenarios that may assist in the application
of this legislation.

Question: What is the effective date of
proposal No. 2006-65-A?

Answer: August 1,2007, for all prospects
first entering a collegiate institution on or
after August 1, 2007.

Question: How does this Proposal
affect prospects whose expected date of
graduation was prior to or during 2006?

Answer: The NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clear-
inghouse will conduct “business as usual”
for prospects whose expected date of
graduation was prior to or during 2006.
That is, the Clearinghouse will accept post-
eight semester coursework for these indi-
viduals, subject to review if inconsistencies
or irregularities are discovered. Institutions
will not be required to request a waiver for
these courses to be considered in a
prospect’s final certification. However, if a
prospect still does not meet initial-eligibility
standards after consideration of the post-
eight semester coursework, institutions will
be able to seek relief through the initial-
eligibility waiver process.

Beginning with the 2008-09 academic year,
the new legislation will apply to all
prospects, regardless of their year of
expected graduation.

Question: Will the amended legislation
affect prospects whose expected date of
graduation is in 20077

Answer: Yes. Prospects whose expected
date of graduation is with the 2007 class,
but failed to meet graduation requirements,
will not be able to use coursework
completed after the 2006-07 academic
year.

Question: How will this legislation
affect prospects with disabilities?

Answer: The legislation does not impact
prospects with a diagnosed disability that is
approved by NCAA Disability Services.
These prospects may use coursework
completed prior to initial full-time enroliment
at a collegiate institution.

Question: What if a prospect repeats a
grade during his or her high school
career?

Answer: This legislation is designed to
encourage prospects to take academic
courses each year of high school to ensure
timely graduation, and to discourage pros-
pects from intentionally delaying high
school graduation solely to meet NCAA
eligibility requirements while not preparing
for the academic rigors of college. Thus, if
a prospect repeats a grade during his or
her high school career, the application of
this legislation will impact his or her ability
to use core courses. In other words, the
prospect will still be required to complete
core-curriculum requirements prior to the
graduation date of their class at the time
they entered ninth grade.

The NCAA recognizes there will be
legitimate instances where prospects
repeat a grade or do not graduate in a four-
year period. The initial-eligibility waiver
process will continue to address these
situations.

Question: If an individual completes a
core course after his or her expected
date of graduation, may it be considered
in the initial-eligibility certification
process?

Answer: Only those individuals who
graduate within the appropriate timeframe
(eight semesters) may take advantage of
the additional core course considered in the
initial-eligibility certification process.

Question: Does the one additional
course have to be completed at the
same high school from which the
prospect graduated?

Answer: No. The course may be
taken at any high school, through any
nontraditional program or at any post-
secondary institution. However, the
course must meet the legislated
definition of a core course.

Question: What if the high
school’s graduation date is June 1,
but the prospect does not graduate
until July 1? May a summer school
course be used?

Answer:  No. A prospect must
graduate on time with his or her class
in order for the additional core course
to be considered in the initial-eligibility
certification process.

Question: May a prospect using
the additional core course take two
half-unit courses?

Answer: Yes. A prospect using this
opportunity may complete the
equivalent of one Carnegie unit. For
example, the prospect could complete
two one-half unit courses.

Question: May a prospect who
graduates and meets the core
curriculum requirement after eight
semesters of high school use the
additional core course to improve
his or her core-course grade-point
average?

Answer:  Yes. A prospect who
completes the core-curriculum
requirements within the specified
timeframe may use the additional
core course to improve his or her
core-course grade-point average for
consideration in the initial-eligibility
process.

Question: What if a prospect
meets requirements for graduation,
but proof of graduation does not
appear on the high school
transcript?

Answer: The prospect must graduate
on time with his or her class and have
proof of graduation on the high school
transcript in order for the additional
core course to be considered in the
initial-eligibility certification process.



In the News....

Oklahoma Identifies
Supplements Given to Football

Players

The University of Oklahoma identified two
drinks containing amino acids as impermis-
sible nutritional supplements it provided to
football players last season, resulting in a
secondary violation of NCAA rules.

In a fact sheet, the university said that it
gave players Cytomax and Endurox R4,
which it identified as “ready-to-drink health
supplements.” Oklahoma said both
supplements “are permissible substances

for NCAA student-athletes to ingest,
although it is impermissible for NCAA
members to provide the products to

student-athletes.”

NCAA bylaws allow schools to provide “only
nonmuscle-building nutritional supplements”
that give athletes additional calories or
electrolytes. Schools aren’t allowed to give
athletes products containing amino acids.

The maker of Cytomax changed its formula
several months ago to remove amino acids
but inadvertently sent Oklahoma the original
formula with amino acids.

The university’s report to the Big 12
indicated the violation occurred in fall 2006,
but Oklahoma said the unused Endurox
was not returned until April 17. (AP, 14

June 2007)
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Northwestern State Cleared of
Major NCAA Infractions in 2006

Northwestern State University officials say
the NCAA has cleared the school of major
infractions related to an internal review last
fall of alleged violations of NCAA rules.

An internal review last September
uncovered possible academic fraud. The
discovery lead to the firing of an assistant
football coach.

The Northwestern athletic administration
received a letter from the NCAA applauding
their efforts in the investigation and
informing them of the decision to not charge
former football coach, Mike Collins, with any
major allegations. (AP, 19 June 2007)

EIA Seeks Injunction to Stop

Sports Cuts

Equity in Athletics, Inc. has filed a
preliminary court injunction against James
Madison University in hopes of delaying the
scheduled elimination of 10 sports teams.

ElA—a sports advocacy group made up of
450 student-athletes, coaches, parents and
fans from across the United States, half of
whom are affiliated with JMU—added JMU,
President Linwood Rose, Athletic Director
Jeffrey Bourne and JMU’s board of visitors to
its lawsuit against the U.S. Department of
Education.

EIA filed for an injunction in U.S. District
Court of the Western District of Virginia in
Harrisonburg. According to EIA’s motion,
the group wants JMU to refrain from “taking
any steps to dismantle the 10 pre-existing
intercollegiate teams scheduled for
elimination.”

If the judge rules in EIA’s favor, JMU could
be forced to hold off on cutting the teams
until after the lawsuit is settled. (Bowser, H.,
wwww.dnronline.com, 19 June 2007)
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Ball State Investigating Major
Violations

Ball State is currently working with the NCAA
trying to resolve violations that occurred with
its book-loan and softball programs, which
the NCAA considers major violations.

While the violations are not related and
would be secondary if considered
separately, the NCAA considers all of the
infractions together to be a major violation.

Book-loan violations involved athletes
receiving extra benefits, while softball
violations involved the team exceeding

allowable practice time under the direction of
former coach Terri Laux. (Hesser, J.,
www.bsudailynews.com, 6 April 2007)

FBI Says Toledo Games Were
Fixed

To win sports bets, a Macomb County
gambler wined and dined University of
Toledo athletes at Detroit restaurants,
took them gambling at Greektown Casino
and gave them cash, groceries and cell
phone, federal agents say.

All the athletes had to do was play in a
way that helped the gambler beat the
bookie’s point spread.

A criminal complaint in U.S. District Court
in Detroit said Toledo running back
Harvey (Scooter) McDougle Jr., 22,
recruited football and basketball players to
participate in the scheme, which was
spearheaded by a Sterling Heights
gambler identified as “Gary.”

Gary Manni acknowledged that he is the
Gary in the complaint but denied bribing
McDougle or anyone else to shave points.

The complaint says Gary, McDougle and
others bribed Toledo athletes to influence
the final scores of specific games so Gary
and the others could place winning bets
with illegal sports bookmakers.

One player was offered $10,000 to sit out
of a football game, the complaint said.
McDougle told the FBI that he received a
car, telephone and other things of value
from Gary, but insisted that the never
changed the way he played to affect the
outcome of the games. (Ashenfelter, D.
and Sipple, G., www.freep.com, 31 Mar
2007)
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Lawsuit Against lllinois
Dismissed

A judge dismissed a pair of lawsuits that
claimed the University of lllinois broke
state law when it shelved its American
Indian mascot, Chief llliniwek.

One of the lawsuits, filed by the two
students who used to don the costumes at
men’s basketball and football games, had
also accused the NCAA of coercing the
university to drop Chief llliniwek by
imposing sanctions against its athletic
teams. (AP, 5 June 2007)



jufy Recruiting Calendar

Football
July 1-31 Quiet
Men’s & Women’s
Basketball
July 1-5 Quiet
July 6-15 Eval
July 16-21 Dead *

* It is permissible to have contact with prospects
who are enrolled in summer term and have signed a
National Letter of Intent.*

July 22-31 Eval
Baseball
July 1-31 Cont/Eval
Softball
July 1-31 Cont/Eval
Volleyball
July 1-31 Cont/Eval

Telephone Reminders

All sports except football &
basketball
Beginning July 1 before the senior
year—One call per week.

Football
Beginning September 1 of the senior
year—One call per week.

Men’s Basketball
On or after June 15 following the
sophomore year through July 31 after
the junior year—One call per
month.

Beginning August 1 before the senior
year—Two calls per week.

Women’s Basketball
The month of July after their junior
year—Three phone calls.

Beginning August 1 before the senior
year—One call per week.
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